
Foster-Powell Neighborhood Community Garden Proposal to Landowner ODOT 
 
The Foster-Powell neighborhood association has recognized an ODOT owned property in the Foster-
Powell Neighborhood in SE Portland as a viable site for a raised-bed community garden.  At the 
intersection of SE 62nd Ave and Powell Blvd on the southwest corner is an empty lot, (tax lot 3519), 
According to city records, it is owned by ODOT. The Foster-Powell Neighborhood proposes to the 
Department, under the Adopt-a-Landscape Program, to use this property to landscape and 
beautify in the interest of creating a community project that fosters local economic and physical 
health, community presence in a location common to transient foot traffic, further neighborhood 
awareness, and to grow legal plants ranging from vegetables, fruits, flowers, and herbs in above 
ground containers. This proposal is supported by the neighborhood association as well as the 
businesses and neighbors on all sides of the site.  
 
The Foster-Powell Neighborhood, respecting that the proposed site is owned by ODOT, is interested in 
a creative but portable design for the proposed garden landscaping. This is to avoid any major impact 
or conflict with ODOT's interest in preserving the property as a blank slate in the event of future 
development. The proposed garden's boundary would run along the Powell Blvd. cement block wall 
and southward onto the fenced property. No changes would be made to the slope located on the north 
side of the cement block wall. The following details listed, and any variant planning or building, 
should ODOT allow the land's use, can be understood by ODOT to be temporary structures that 
can be easily dismantled or reshaped to fit the needs of the landowner as they are known in the 
future. ODOT can also be assured that the Foster-Powell Neighborhood would be responsible for 
the dismantling, reshaping, and removal, should ODOT require it. The listed structures and 
landscaping the neighborhood would provide are as follows (Please see Figures 4-6 for proposal 
images: 
 
 -Above ground raised beds on top of the existing asphalt pad. These raised beds will be about 3’ 
high and between 4’ and 6’ square. We anticipate 16 to 20 beds. They would be filled with soil which is 
brought in to ensure healthy earth. These beds will provide healthy growing environments for the 
plants, help with garden organization and a comfortable way for less able-bodied neighbors to work on 
the garden plots. They will be made from repurposed wood, with plywood bottoms, lined with plastic 
sheeting. Please see Fig. 2 for an image similar to the proposed above ground beds. 

-Landscaping the sloped grassy areas: We would like to have the grass cut very close to the ground 
on the slopes so that we can cover those areas with 4’x8’ sheets of cardboard (secured in place with 
metal stakes). The cardboard will be covered with a thick layer of top soil and pea gravel and the top 
soil will be planted with shallow, drought tolerant succulent plants (hens and chicks) in a decorative 
pattern. Please see Fig. 3 for an image similar to the proposed type of treatment. 

-Landscaping the strip of land between the sidewalk and road: We would like to plant (in the 
ground if possible, containers if not) a low hedge of decorative evergreen plants to frame the space. 
(Shown in Figure 2) 
 
-  Shed or tool lock box: This would be a simple wood shelter for the basic garden tools needed on 
site. This would be placed deep in the garden, on the existing asphalt pad, away from the road and 
would not be larger than a backyard shed 8'x8'. 
 
 



-  Rainwater collection system: We have not located a source of water for the site. We are working on 
a design for a freestanding structure that will collect rainwater. We may, also, be able to collect run-off 
from the roof of the adjacent property (pending the homeowner’s approval). 

- Informative sign: We would like to mount an informational sign to the fence facing 62nd Ave. 

- Aesthetic improvements in the form of art projects: The existing fence at the property appears 
functional. We would like to improve the aesthetics of the fence with an artistic treatment that attaches 
to the fence either in small individual pieces that have an overall impact or through larger pieces such 
as murals. We would also like permission to incorporate other artwork in the form of sculptures, 
benches, fountains and archways. 

If ODOT should approve the use of its land at SE 62nd Ave and Powell Blvd: We would like for the 
grass to be cut very low and blackberries to be cut down one final time before we take over the 
maintenance of the property. We would also like for the general state of litter and abandoned objects to 
be cleaned up and disposed of (this varies-abandoned objects are not an issue as of today’s date). The 
Foster Powell Neighborhood Association’s community garden committee would like to meet with an 
ODOT representative, on site, who is familiar with the details of this piece of property. Please see Fig. 
1 for an image of the state of the property as of June 04, 2012. 

All parts of this proposal are meant to adhere to ODOT's interest as the landowner. Every measure will 
be taken to protect the interests of all overseeing parties within the management of this garden. All 
participants will be responsible for their own health and safety and would sign documents 
agreeing that no legal action may be taken against the landowner, the neighborhood association, 
or volunteer organizers in the event of injury. The Foster-Powell Neighborhood Association will be 
responsible for this piece of management directly without any second party volunteers involved. Here 
is the Hold Harmless clause to be signed by all participants in the proposed garden project: 
 
 "We the undersigned members of the Foster-Powell Neighborhood Community garden group hereby 
agree to hold harmless ODOT from and against any damage, loss, liability, claim, demand, suit, cost 
and expense directly or indirectly resulting from, arising out of or in connection with the use of the 
Foster-Powell Neighborhood Community Garden by the garden group, its successors, assigns, 
employees, agents and invites." 
 
Any descriptions in this proposal delineating the garden design plan and legalities are subject to 
change if ODOT finds conflict with any details. The neighborhood's interest is in gaining the 
permission to use this vacant lot for a garden and how this is organized can and should be a discussion 
between the Foster-Powell Neighborhood Association and ODOT, in the effort to come to a terms-of-
agreement.  
 
In closing, the Foster-Powell Neighborhood Association urges ODOT to consider this proposal with a 
careful respect for the nature of its intentions. This lot is one of the first things people see when they 
enter this neighborhood from Powell Blvd. Because 62nd Ave cuts across the neighborhood all the way 
to Foster Rd, it is a well used thoroughfare and suffers from high-speed traffic and criminal activity.  
We believe that placing a community project at this location is an announcement to all that this 
neighborhood cares. Community gardens have consistently proven to create improved neighborhood 
living. If ODOT should approve the use of its land at SE 62nd Ave and Powell Blvd, the Foster-
Powell Neighborhood would see that measures would be taken to publicly thank the Department 
of Transportation for its consideration of the neighborhood's interests. 



 

 

Figure 1: The proposed site at SE 62nd Ave and Powell Blvd photo taken June 4, 2012) 



 

Figure 2: Proposed addition of raised garden beds, landscaping and an informative sign. 



 

Figure 3:  A possible configuration for the garden. 



 

Figure 4: A possible mural entrance of stained repurposed wood pieces bound to the existing 
fence. Potted vines create a screen on the fence. 



 

 

Figure 5: Proposed 3’ high above-ground garden beds made of repurposed wood. These beds can 
do double duty as individual greenhouses over the winter. 



 

Figure 6: Proposed landscaping approach for the sloped grassy areas combines drought tolerant 
succulents (hens and chicks) with pea gravel and top soil to make decorative patterns without 
digging in the existing soil. 

We thank you for your time.  
Sincerely, 
Vicki Lynn Wilson, the Foster Powell Neighborhood Association and the Community Garden 
Committee 
  


